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The Four Freedoms Speech, 1941 – Author: Franklin Delano Roosevelt

Background of the primary source document
During an annual address to Congress in 1941, Franklin Roosevelt wrote a speech of the four freedoms. Franklin was the elected president in 1940 since, during that time, the world faced uncertainty, instability, and danger. At that time, Europe had fallen over the Germany army, and Britain was also falling. President Franklin understood the needs of Britain in pursuit for American support and thus convinced the Americans of the gravity situation. Since the formation of that government according to the constitution, most of the history in the American period of crisis has been seen to relate to domestic affairs. The four-year war between the states had been found to affect the national unity. In history before 1941, the State has been involved in various wars from other continents, and none of the war ever threatened the national unity of the United States of America.
Summary of the document
President Franklin Roosevelt had chosen 1941 January 6 as the date where he will comply to his duty according to the constitution, “from time to time give to the Congress Information on the State of the Union…” In his speech, he clarified his commitments to the policies of the nation to defend the country, reject the appeasement and aid besieged democracies. He, therefore, defended the need for the United States to support Great Germany in the defensive war against Nazi Germany together with its allies. 
Roosevelt believed that in future, the nation would be founded on the four human freedoms. The first freedom is freedom of speech and expression. This meant that the state would have the right to express them in the world. The second freedom is the freedom of worship which meant that the nation would have a right to worship God in whichever way one chooses. The third freedom is the freedom from want. It translates into a healthy economic status of the citizens. The fourth freedom is the freedom from fear. It translated to a reduction in ornaments to the point that the nation will not be in a position to express nay act of aggression to the neighboring country or any other nation in the world.
The significance of this primary source 
This speech is relevant in today since after seventy-five later, as the citizens of United States were choosing their next president; the idea of freedom was under siege ones more. Donald Trump was leading in the election polls who emerged the real winner of the Republican. He is seen as the master of the art of fear-mongering with his signature towards Muslims and immigrants.
During the era of Roosevelt, he believed in freedom from want which led to the introduction of ‘Economic Bill of Rights’ in 1944. He believed that the nation could not enjoy these freedoms without economic independence. However, today’s Grand Old Party holds a different understanding. Its candidates support a proposal that would lead to a reduction in Social Security benefits such as increasing the age limit of retirement. Recently, Ben Carson advocated for the abolishment of Medicaid and Medicare. This offers no assistance to low-income families who are struggling to make ends meet.
Last but not least, Roosevelt’s freedom of worship has been jeopardized and abused in the present era. Freedom of religion has been abused to justify the restriction on the use of discrimination to the LGBT community and access to contraceptives. Also, there is a political influence on the choice of religion. For instance, Trump calls for an American Muslims database and senator Rubio advocates for the closing of Mosques and any place terrorism may be inspired. Senator Cruz urged for a ban on the fleeing refugees unless they prove to be Christians. This has created a widespread of American discrimination against the Muslims.
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